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BY DWAYNE GODWIN
AND JORGE CHAM

How DD we eVolve
To TELL LEes?

BUT IF (T CAME TOO BACLLY,
HOW LON&G WouLD CWILIZED
SOCIETY LAST?

TS NOT HARD TO IMAGINE
AN EVOLUTIONARY ADVAN-
TAGE TO LYING...

you lyin?

DECEPTION IN NATURE 1S NOT
UNUSUAL....
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e ooh,
pretty...

...BUT THE ABILITY TO KNow-
INGLY ORSCURE THE TRUTH FOR
A SPECIFIC GOAL (“TACTICAL
DECEPTION”) & RELATWVELY
NEW: [T ONLY OCCURS AMONG
HUMANS AND CLOSE PRIMATES.

SCIENTISTS HAVE PIN-POINTED
SPECIFIC AREAS IN THE BRAIN
THAT LIGHT UP WHEN WE LIE.

uncomtortable,

THESE AREAS ARE MOSTLY IN
THE PRE-FRONTAL CORTEX
(THE FRONT OF THE BRAIN)
AND ARE THE SAME AREAS
THAT GOVERN OUR HIGHER
BRAIN FUNCTIONS.

IN OTHER WORDS, LYING 1S
A HGH-LEVEL ACTIVITY THAT
REQUIRES US TO FORCEBLY
OVERRIDE NORMAL BEHAVIOR.

“no, honey, you
don't loock Fat”

)}

WHICH 1S WHY SOME PeOPLE
ARE BETTER LIARS THAN
OTHERS. FOR EXAMPLE,
PATHOLOGICAL LIARS HAVE
A PRE-FRONTAL CORTEX
THAT 1S UP TO 26% LARGER
THAN IN NORMAL PeEOPLE!

& that why politicians
always have big heads?,
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WHAT PEOPLE Khow AS “TRUTH
SERUM” (STILL IN USE TODAY) 1&
SIMPLY A DRUG THAT DISRUPTS
HIGHER BRAIN FUNCTION AND
LOWERS YOUR INHIBITIONS, (T
DOESN'T ACTUALLY MAKE You
TELL THE TRUTH.

| wartt the teuth! é

PEOPLE FEEL A CERTAIN
“PERFORMANCE ANXETY”
WHEN LYING, PRECISELY
BECAUSE (T REQUIRES
EXTRA COGNITIVE EFFORT.

INVOLUNTARY MOVEMENTS OR
CHANGES IN HEARTBEAT OR
VOICE PITCH CAN ALERT
OTHERS THAT You ARE TRYING
TO GET AWAY WITH SOMETHING.

did you leave
the toilet Yes! NOD
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AND SOME PEOPLE ARE
BETTER THAN OTHERS AT
NOTICING THESE NON-
VERBAL CUES.

STUDENTS OF HUMAN NATURE
CAN BECOME EXPERTS AT
DETECTING EVEN THE SLIGHT-
EST TELLTALE GESTURES.

OF COURSE, THE MOST DAN-
GEROUS LIES ARE THE LES
WE TELL OURSELVES.,

cartooning is )
a respec.‘lgb'le \’(:,C‘C
profession.
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MOST OF US CAN TELL THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
IMAGINED AND THE REAL, BUT
PATENTS WITH SCHIZOPHRENA
PROCESS IMAGINARY EVENTS
THROUGH THE SAME BRAIN
AREAS THAT PROCESS
SENSORY EVENTS, FOOLING
THE BRAIN INTO THINKING (T
ACTUALLY HAPPENED.

A COMMON (AND SCIENTIFI-
CALLY ESTABLIGHED) MISTAKE
& TO LET PRE-JUDGEMENTS
ABOUT A PERSON'S PERCEIVED
“TRUSTWORTHINESS” CLoUD
WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE
LYING TO You...

...DESPITE ALL BVIDENCE TO
THE CONTRARY.

FOR EXAMPLE, DID You SToP
TO THINK WHETHER ANYTHING
WEVE CAlD 1S ACTUALLY
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